Shaw Relaxed f Confident^ 
L^^ma Forward to Trial 


yiy WILLIAM U. MADDEN 

Clay Shaw met the press last night in a three-hour session 
that was more of a reception than a_-P ress conffiiifilice. 

It was me second time mat the debonair Shaw has faced 
newsmen since he was accused of conspiring to kill President 
John F. Kennedy. And his attorneys decided to give out-of- 
town reporters and camera- 
-men who^d never met Shaw a 
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chance to chat with him — 

: than^ the 

:nsndingiiiM’- 

' Under court orders not to 
f discuss the case, Shaw invited j 
the newsmen to the home of 
one of his attorneys, Edward 
Wegmanri,* * and confidently 
faced a barrage of cameras 
and questions that ranged 
from his philosophy of life to 
the names of his maternal and 
paternal grandmothers. 

IT WAS all very friendly 
and very casual. • 

' All of the guests seemed to 
have a wonderful, time. The 
cameraman got an excellent 
opportunity to build a file of 
pictures on Shaw for future 
use, and if the reporters could 
not talk about the case, they 
at least learned that: 

1. Shaw looks well, feels 
fine after his recent operation 
for a back injury, and is still 
the wit^, articulate man he 
was before that, case they 
couldn’t discuss. 

2. He is ‘‘technicaUy” a 
Baptist, has lost no weight 

\(still 220) since he was in- 
dicted, drinks martinis on the 
rocks, likes to read, write and 
listen to music, and is taller 
than any reporter covering 
the story. 

' 3. He still smokes heavily 
(about two and a half packs 
a day) “particularly in a 
courtroom,” is knowledgeable i 
about a great many subjects, 
and an »nlH. 

fashioned_ lihpraL-nf, thft Wil. 
s6 n-Koosev elt peraimsion. j 
•Jfnd'mr^ose reporters who | 


missed anything else, or left 
early, the attorneys distributed 
a biographical sketch of Shaw 
that was complete and cer- 
tainly within the guidelines 
established by the court. 

If the press conference was 
restrictive, it was a field day 
for the photographers, for 
Shaw is a cameraman’s de- 
light.' Totally at ease, he and 
his attorneys, ' Edward Weg- 
mann; his brother, William, 
and F. Irvin Dymond, alter- 
nated between the handsome 
living room to the large den. 
They remained carefully alert, ! 
though outwardly relaxed and 
breezy. * 

They indicated they very 
much want to go to trial and 
hinted they may have a great 
deal to say after it is over. 

Shaw made only one, real 


reference to the indictment 
against him. Flanked by his 
attorneys, he'^saidli 

“God wiliing, I’m looking 
forward to the trial. 

“I expect to win (here he 
corrected himself, explaining 
that “win” was a term used 
more appropriately in a civil 
court case) to be proved in- 
nocent.” 

► Aside from that, and his 
lenial that he had ever worked 
ictively on behalf of anti-Cas- 
roites, the “press conference” 
/as more like a game of hop- 
potch. 

* Newsmen, desperate for 
something to write, jumped 
from one subject to another. 
What they learned, in rapid- 
fire order, was: 

1. Shaw greatly loves the 
French Quarter and is proud 
of his work in restoring ap- 
proximately 15 buildings. 

2. Shaw is working on a 
play and he hopes his talent 


is “as great as the play I 
envision.’* (It’s about the first 
Spanish governor of Louisiana.) 

3. He was greatly influenced 
by Gen. Charles Thresher 
(under whom he served as 
an aide during World War II) 
and by a number of authors 
he has read, particularly 
Tennessee Williams, Thornton 
Wilder, Christophre Frye, 
Philip Barry and Robert E. 
Sherwood. 

4. That he believes the 
United States is reaching a 
“modus Vivendi” with Russia 
and he hopes this country has 
the wisdom to cope with it.“ 

5. That he has “tried insofar 
as .^possible to live a normal 
life as I can under the cir- 
cumstances” since the indict- 
ment. J , 

6. That he considers himself 
religious, “but not within the 
framework of any religion. 

7. That he cannot comment 
on rumors about him, because 
“I have enough difficulty deal- 
ing with reality.” 

8. That he is keeping a 
diary on a day-to-day . basis 
since the indictment. 

9. That he does not know 

jen. Anatasio (the 

'licaraguan president?! e c t 
vho recently visited Ne^Or- j 
cans), but had met hisNfc • 

^ between, the butler kept 
serving drinks and the' whole ' 
atmosphere seemed more like 
something out of the Spring 
Fiesta. 

Shaw was dignity through- 
.out, frequently smiling and 
quick, to engage in brief, pri- 
vate exchanges with newsmen 
he recognized. 

He was especially effective 
in explaining his philosophy of 
life. A successful man, Shaw 
said, is one who “develops his 


potentials to the fullest and 
not try to harm anybody.” 

“How do you rate yourself?” 
he was asked. 

“I do my best,” he said 
simply. . . ' 

By 10 p. m., three hours 
after the conference got un- 
der way, some newsmen were 
still there. Shaw was still 
talking; his lawyers were still, 
standing by; and the Weg- 
manns’ black bulldog, Snuffy, 
looked bored. But then, he’s 
getting old. , 

DA Aide Raps Shaw 
Press Statements 

Assistant District Attorney 
James Alcock today criti- 
cized Glay Shaw and his at- 
torneys for making- state- 
ments last night at a press 
conference which Alcock says 
he believes were contrary 
to the order of Judge Ed 
ward A. Haggerty Jr. barring 
any comments . about the 
case from either the defense 
or. the prosecution. , 

.... Alcock said; .‘‘I’m really, 
surprised that (defense at- 
torney) would , 

allow his Client to say things 
like that.” 

Alcock referred specifical- 
ly to statements by Shaw 
that he believed he would be 
proven innocent of the charge 
of conspiring to murder Pres- 
ident John F. Kennedy and 
Shaw’s favorable comments 
about Kennedy. 

“This seems to me to be 
a statement reflecting on his 
(Shaw’s) guilt or innocence,” 
said Alcock. 

’ But Judge Haggerty short- 
ly before noon today said > 
that as far as he was aware, 
Shaw and his attorneys fol- 
lowed his orders issued to 
both the defense and prose- 
cution. 
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HI® den was the scene of this con- 

vivial press conference held last night by a smil- 
ing CLAY L. SHAW (seated, second from right), 
defendant m District Attorney Jim Garrison’s in- 
vestigation of the assassination of President John 
F. Kennedy. Shaw and his attorneys hosted about 


—Photo by The Associated Press. 


30 members of the press at the home of EDWARD 
WEGMANN (seated left of Shaw), 350 Broadway. 
Also attending the session were WILLIAM WEG- 
MANN (seated on arm of sofa at left) and IRVIN 
DYMOND (on sofa at far right). 


POISED, WITTY AT PRESS MEET 


